Community boards OK rezoning for East
Elmhurst, Corona
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Proposed rezoning of parts of East Elmhurst and Corona seems to be on track, with approvals from
both Community Boards (CB) 3 and 4.
The Department of City Planning received the go-ahead from the boards — a first step since
Commissioner Amanda Burden’s June 3 announcement of the beginning of the official public review
process of a 127-block rezoning of East Elmhurst and 14 block fronts along Roosevelt Avenue in
Corona.
The objective of the rezoning is to protect the current character of East Elmhurst’s residential blocks,
which are made up of one- and two-family detached, semi-detached and attached homes.
“This rezoning, which was developed in close consultation with the community and local elected
officials, will protect the cherished one- and two-family composition of this neighborhood,” said
Burden.

The proposal also looks to update commercial overlays in order to reinforce the main commercial
corridors, better reflect current land use trends and constrain commercial incursions onto residential
streets. The rezoning will aim to strengthen the character of Astoria Boulevard and help it stand out
from residential streets.
The 14 block fronts along Roosevelt Avenue that are included in the rezoning proposal will also help
increase development in the area. For example it will allow the 82nd Street Partnership’s Jackson
Heights-Corona Business Improvement District to provide services for the merchants and
community on the busy strip.
“Though currently zoned for residential use, we’re seeing increased commercial activity along the
stretch of Roosevelt Avenue from Elmhurst Avenue to 114th Street,” said Seth Taylor, executive
director of the 82nd Street Partnership.
“The rezoning pairs nicely with the proposed Jackson Heights- Corona BID, which would promote
local economic growth and be a positive force for the entire commercial corridor.”
The rezoning proposal will now be reviewed by the Borough Board, Borough President, the City
Planning Commission and then the City Council.

